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Cloud Nine is the Brainchild of Professional Hairdresser 

and Pioneer Robert Powls. Having previously founded 

GHD, Powls established Cloud Nine in 2009. He set out 

to create a new hairstyling brand that would become 

the epitome of luxury and innovation. With this 

philosophy, Cloud Nine has grown rapidly to become 

one of the most sought-after hairdressing brands, with 

an elite following. The winner of numerous awards for 

excellence, Cloud Nine represents the highest quality 

premium hair tools available on the market today.

Cloud Nine believe that your hair is as unique as your 

fingerprint, so are leading the revolution in kinder hair 

care and styling. From the coveted Original Iron to the 

The Wands, all Cloud Nine styling tools have been 

designed with variable levels of temperature, so you 

can take control and ultimately care of your hair. It’s 

your hair, your heat, your style.

Your hair, your heat, your style.

Tel: 01653 692090  Email: sales@maltoncoachworks.com 

www.maltoncoachworks.com

Showfield Lane, Malton, North Yorkshire, YO17 6BT

www.maltoncoachworks.com

Malton Coachworks UK

Malton Coachworks are here to assist w
ith all your historic vehicle 

requirements. Whether it’s a
 ‘nut and bolt’ restoration, seat repair, paintwork 

or an annual service, we have the in-house expertise and facilities to provide 

you with the support to keep your car in optimum condition.
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O

K 2020 - BURNLEY RO
TARY CLUB CIO

T: 01944 758000 

E: sales@classicandsportscar.ltd.uk 

www.classicandsportscar.ltd.uk

Proud Sponsor of

Morgan’s Historic & Classic Vehicle 

Events Yearbook

2020
• STEAM TRACTION ENGINES

• VETERAN, VINTAGE 

& CLASSIC CARS

• COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

• MOTORCYCLES

• TRACTORS & BUSES

• TRAINS & TRAMS

• STATIONARY ENGINES

• AIRCRAFT

Details of over 1,000 events in Northern 

& Central England, North Wales & Scotland

Produced by 

Burnley Rotary Club CIO 

1st Floor, Block C, The Wharf, 

Burnley, BB11 1JG 

Email: info@morgansyearbook.co.uk

Web: www.morgansyearbook.co.uk

All profits from the yearbook go to the many 

charities supported by Burnley Rotary Club CIO 

Charity Number: 1179602

ONLY £5.00

Members’ Review

Members’ Review

A year in view 2018

500 A5

Creative & affordable design

m: 07948 425455  e: vember@outlook.com
w: www.vember.co.uk
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Accrington Victoria Hospital 01254 263555
Royal Blackburn Hospital 01254 263555
Urgent Care 111
Citizen Advice Bureau 0300 456 2552
Care Direct 0845 053 0009
Noisy Neighbours 01254 353447
Age UK 0808 800 6565
Careline 02085 14 1177
Samaritans 03444 889 622
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111
Police 101
Electricity Emergency 0800 195 4141
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
United Utilities (Water) 0845 746 2200
Hyndburn Borough Council (Emerg) 0800 587 5273
Hyndburn Dog Warden 01254 388111
Homewise 01254 232249

But in time, we faltered.

 No, it was not failure nor victory; 
we did not stumble through our ailments.

Justice wept and her tears drowned our allies.

In thick trenches we advanced, 
our boots heavy with remorse.

Death did us part but we fought on, 
always moving forward.

Did we stutter? Yes.

In those darker days; our voices caught in whimpers 
on the choking breeze.

It rushed our lungs and froze them; 
each word a guttural laceration through spindled limbs 

and tender flesh.

We called ourselves alive and that was the price we paid.

And in time, that’s what we became.

Though the veins ran cold and hearts ceased to beat, 
we never stopped.

Toy soldiers battling a lost cause, 
broken limbs of mangled steel. 

We cursed our days with bitter breath, 
reaching for a thread of futile hope.

© Natasha Harewood 2020

Toy Soldiers 
Poem by Natasha Harewood

www.printworthy.co.uk
www.homestarteastlancs.org
mailto:sales@printworthy.co.uk?subject=enquiry
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Please visit our website at www.acornnews.co.uk for more news items 
and more in depth coverage of some of the items in the magazine. If you 
have any stories you think worthy of inclusion or news items you want us 

to know about first, please contact Peter Jones at 
editorial@acornnews.co.uk

We will read each submission and publish or follow up with an interview,
if we deem it warrants inclusion.

Web:
www.acornnews.co.uk

Email:
acornnewsinfo@gmail.com

www.acornnews.co.uk
For more news items

TM

GARDEN CENTRE

Lynne, Chris, James and Scruffy
welcome you to

Harrington Street,
Clayton-le-Moors,

BB5 4DF 
Behind Enfield Cricket Club

NURSERY END

Special Christmas Edition 2020 
A strange year for all of us!
I have had the wonderful opportunity of 
sending you my Christmas Edition all around 
the Borough of Hyndburn, so 26,000 more 
homes and readers will be seeing this for the very 
first time instead of my usual 11,000. I would like to 
thank all my advertisers and readers for their support this year as 
without you this would not be possible, please support your local 
businesses throughout the borough!
As of going to print we are in lockdown again with only essential 
shops and takeaways open and the request of working from home 
if you can. Hopefully our businesses will be re-opening on 2nd 
December and we have showcased many that you will see in this 
special Christmas edition.
Please wear your facemasks and make sure you follow the 
government guidelines:

ACORN
COMMUNITY NEWS
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HANDS FACE SPACE

We don’t know yet what the guidelines will be in December as 
they are changing on a daily basis. Hopefully we will have the new 
vaccine available as indicated in the coming weeks.

I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year in 
2021! Season’s greetings, from Tracy Simmonds, Peter Jones, Vember 
Ormerod, the distribution team and Printworthy would like to send the 
community our best wishes.

Stay safe over the Christmas period and look out for family, friends 
and neighbours who may be on their own.

Tracy Simmonds
Editor of Acorn Community News

Brookside Nurseries
The Garden Centre above the rest

1000s of Christmas Trees
All types and sizes, 
cut, blocked and rooted
Holly Wreaths
Winter Plants & Shrubs
Logs & Coal
Why go anywhere else?

Brookside Nurseries, 
Roundhill Road, Accrington, BB5 3SW

T: 01706 216491
Telephone orders welcome
or buy online at
www.brooksidenurseries.com 
Call For Easy Directions

Christmas 
Shop!

Massive choice of Christmas Decorations, Lights, Silhouettes & Fibre Optics

OPEN AS 
USUAL!

www.o-mills.co.uk
www.nurseryendgardencentre.co.uk
mailto:sales@mytotalofficesolutions.com?subject=enquiry
www.mytotalofficesolutions.co.uk
mailto:acornnewsinfo@gmail.com?subject=enquiry
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But it wasn’t always the case. When these 
photos were taken by Garth Dawson, 
women driving buses and cabs was 
considered newsworthy. This was 1979, 
four years after the Sex Discrimination 
Act, and a year before women could apply 
for a bank loan without their husbands’ 
approval. If you can identify these drivers 
by the way, we want to hear from you!
Women’s Work, a Hyndburn Heritage 
Lottery Funded project, highlights local 
women’s workplace experiences in the 
early days of equality. Run by History In 
Action CIC, their voices are brought to life 
through community performance and 
school workshops. Already 20 women 
have come forward and their recorded 
interviews will be available on a local 
heritage website and embedded into a 
talking chair to be installed at Accrington 
Library. 
Mick, History In Action’s playwright is 
calling for local actors and writers to get 
involved.  “We have to think outside the box at the moment, it could be a 
series of short films or a play. Whatever it is, we want to put local people 
at the centre.”
History In Action’s historian, Trizia Wells said: “The project helps 
today’s young women to understand what their mums and grandmas 
experienced.  Some stories are shocking but there is a lot of humour 
too!” 
Although many stories have already been recorded, Women’s Work is on 
the lookout for more as well as any photographs or documents they can 
borrow for the project. They especially want to hear from anyone who 
can identify the cab or bus drivers in the photographs.
If you can help, or want to get involved, email trizia@historyinaction.
net or mick@historyinaction.net or ring 07903300386 or 07923523867

Driving a Bus – 
That’s Women’s Work!

Accrington Bus Crew 1979

Mac’s Cabs 1979

Accrington Lions Club has had to 
cancel its Boxing Dinner for the 
first time in its 53 year history due 
to the coronavirus regulations. As 
this is the Club’s main source of 
income for funding the charity, it 
has had impacted the annual Toys 
and Teens Christmas appeal due 
to take place on December 12th.  
Lion President May Edmundson 
said “Covid 19 restrictions have 
had a devastating effect on every 
single event we had planned for 
2020 and this has had a knock on 
effect for our toy appeal as we use 
any funds raised to buy gifts for 
the age groups with little or no 
donations. We are unable to accept 
donations unless brand new and we realise it’s a big thing to ask but 
if anyone could please consider a small cash donation we will then be 
able to buy gifts.  Last year we had over 200 local children referred by 
schools and Children’s services and we are expecting a huge increase 
in numbers because families have seen their income cut as many have 
been furloughed for over 6 months”.  

If you are able to help in any way please contact the club by emailing 
accrington.lions@yahoo.co.uk or calling May directly on 07806 
093068.

Lions Toy Appeal

In conjunction with Accrington Lions Toy Appeal to help local 
families facing financial hardship.

Sugar Rush Soaps are funding an initiative to help children enjoy 
Christmas. They are decorating their house with a huge Christmas Tree, 
sleigh, gingerbread house and much more and you are invited to come 
and take pictures and support their toy appeal by either donating a toy 
or as little as  £1.00, towards their fund.  Donations will be used for new 
toys to give to local children.

Their address is: 302 Blackburn Road, Accrington and you can visit 
their website at www.sugarrushsoaps.co.uk

Sugar Rush Appeal

We have relied on our local parks more than 
ever in 2020, for exercise, meeting friends 
and generally looking after our wellbeing 
during the pandemic.  
Rhyddings Park, Lowerfold Park, Cutwood Park, Oakhill Park, Mercer 
Park, Gatty Park, Peel Park & the Coppice, Accrington Cemetery and 
Crematorium, and Wilson Playing Fields and Woodlands, are among 
a record-breaking 2061 UK parks and green spaces that will receive 
a prestigious Green Flag Award – the mark of a quality park or green 
space.
This international award, now into its third decade, is a sign to the public 
that the space boasts the highest possible environmental standards, is 
beautifully maintained and has excellent visitor facilities.
Cllr Paul Cox, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Parks and Open 
Spaces said; “We are absolutely delighted to once again receive nine 
Green Flags for Hyndburn’s Parks and green spaces! All this is only 
made possible by the hard work and dedication of the many staff and 
community groups who have worked long and hard to achieve them. 
We are blessed here in Hyndburn to have many community groups who 
give their time and energy so freely.” 
Cllr Cox added; “A massive well done and thanks to the Friends and other 
support groups associated with the parks; Hyndburn Green Spaces 
Forum; PROSPECTS, Hyndburn Athletics Club, Residents Associations, 
the Local History Society and our dedicated parks and cemetery 
staff who all worked so hard to make these nine sites reach the high 
standards to get Green Flag status.”
Cath Holmes, Chair of Hyndburn Green Spaces Forum said; “For a many 
years, it’s been a pleasure to meet and welcome the Green Flag Judges, 
to show off the Borough’s Parks & Open Spaces, promote the many 
volunteers, their groups and achievements. Despite Covid the Green 
Flag Awards have continued, albeit in a different way this year.  We have 
a fabulous Parks Team, who have all continued working through the 
pandemic to keep Hyndburn’s Parks looking marvellous, in addition to 
working on various projects, submitting funding bids and supporting 
volunteers.  I’m sure this year, more than ever, our Parks & Open Spaces 
have been a very 
welcome place to 
visit for many” 
International Green 
Flag Award scheme 
manager Paul Todd 
said; “It’s fantastic 
that we have more 
Green Flag Awards 
in the UK than ever 
before.”
“Each flag honours 
the thousands of 
staff and volunteers who work tirelessly to maintain the high standards 
demanded by the Green Flag Award. We congratulate each and every 
winner on their fantastic achievement.”

Hyndburn tops the Lancashire 
tables once again with nine 
green flags

mailto:trizia@historyinaction?subject=enquiry
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shopping village & garden centre

Oswaldtwistle Mills

Oswaldtwistle Mills, Colliers Street, Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, BB5 3DE

Oswaldtwistle Mills Shopping Village & Garden Centre, Colliers Street, Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, BB5 3DE

Extensive Range · Items Available to Take Home Today · Local Delivery Service · Open 7 Days a Week

NOW OPEN
Christmas Shop

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas at Oswaldtwistle Mills!
Come and see our themed rooms for some inspiration!

Penton 4 Seater Sofa £649
Penton Love Seat £429
Penton Footstool £289 

Madrid Round Extending Dining Table £699
Uno Velvet Dining Chairs £129 Each

Ashmore Display Cabinet £799, 
Coffee Table £269, Lamp Table £139
Many more items availabe in this range, ask in-store for details. 

www.o-mills.co.uk
www.o-mills.co.uk
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Hello everyone and greetings 
from Cardiff.
I’m a long way from home as I write this: 
filming a BBC six part drama, The Pact, 
until mid-December. I am one of the very 
fortunate people in my industry who are 
working right now, in these most uncertain 
of times. We were supposed to start on 
the job at the beginning of lockdown and 
we’ve managed over a month so far, with 
a dedicated Covid supervisor (an award-
winning playwright in her other life, but 
known as “Covid Jen” on set, poor thing), 

regular testing, daily temperature checks and masks on all the time, 
even in rehearsals, up until the actual take. Sometimes at a distance 
you catch a glimpse of a crew member’s unmasked face as they eat 
their lunch and it’s always a surprise. You find yourself imagining the 
bottom half of people’s faces, and the reality is often very different 
(“Ooh I did NOT imagine that nose below those eyes” etc).
It has been a whole new world and a not unchallenging one, but we’re 
a good five weeks in and no one has tested positive yet, so something 
is working. We will continue to film, in spite of the Welsh lockdown, 
because we’re classed as Covid-safe. And of course, we can’t work from 
home. My family were due to come and visit during half term but we’ve 
cancelled the trip naturally. We all have to do the right thing as much as 
we’re able, and however inconvenient and upsetting.
I feel that people are really struggling at the moment. The second 
wave, the worsening weather, the increased restrictions, the confusion, 
the end of furloughing. And of course for those who are, and have 
been, shielding throughout, it must be particularly stressful. I might be 
wrong but I feel we’ve lost a little bit of the incredible community spirit 
that emerged from the first lockdown and which I wrote about in my 
last column for Acorn News. As the rules relaxed, and some of us drifted 
back to work and to school and to the pub, we could on occasion kid 
ourselves that there was a bit of normality returning. Please let’s try to 
continue to check in with our elderly and vulnerable friends, family and 
neighbours.
Restrictions will inevitably cause some loneliness and isolation, and 
that little check-in phone call or casserole on the doorstep could really 
make a difference, especially as the nights draw in and the festive 
season approaches. Christmas can be such a difficult time for so many, 
bombarded as we are by images of fun and togetherness in the lead 
up. And this Christmas, many families look set to be unable to celebrate 
together.
Looking after our Mental Health, as well as keeping physically well, has 
never been more important.  If you’re struggling, please don’t suffer in 
silence. There are many organisations, who are there for you; who are 
dedicated to providing support and a friendly ear for anyone who feels 
lonely or sad, or worse. I have listed some at the end of this article.
There are also lots of online resources providing help and advice on 
how to look after our mental and physical wellbeing in these anxious 
times. A good general guide is the Five-a-Day for Mental Health:
1. Stay active:  according to your ability, of course. From going for a 

run, to getting out down the avenue on your new walker (mum!), 
from a full online yoga session to some gentle stretches and deep 
breathing in your armchair. When you feel down, you don’t often 
feel like it, but it really, really helps. Chemical things happen in 
your brain! On really rainy days I’ve taken to putting on some old 
favourite tunes and dancing round my kitchen, like I’m at the Lar-
de-dars in 1985!

2. Learn something: there are so many great podcasts, audiobooks, 
streaming documentaries out there. Pick a subject and enter a world 
you knew nothing about before.  I’ve enrolled on an online British 
Sign Language course this year and am struggling through my 
level 1 at the moment. The time absolutely flies by when I’m deep 
in concentration trying to memorise the signs, and, I’m loving it. It 
has given me a real sense of achievement.  You don’t need to enrol 
or anything, you can learn so much from YouTube these days. From 
DIY, to how to play guitar, to languages.

Be Kind – Stay Safe

3. Connect: make that call, send that email, write a letter! Again, 
sometimes you can end up feeling so out of sorts that you can’t be 
bothered, but we’re humans, and we need other humans as much 
as we need food and water. And you might make someone’s day. 
Ask someone how they are and really listen to their answer. Letting 
someone talk about their feelings is one of the greatest gifts you 
can give. But equally, don’t be afraid to reach out and tell someone if 
you’re struggling. It’s okay not to be okay. 

4. Put something back: is there something you can do for someone 
else? Ask a neighbour if they need anything when you go to the 
shops? Plant a few spring bulbs somewhere for passers-by to enjoy? 
Make a cake for a friend? Write a letter to your MP about something 
that you think could be better in your community? Make a little 
donation to a cause? 
I help run an organisation called 500 Acts of Kindness. Every week 
500+ people (it’s more like 1000 now) donate a pound by standing 
order, and any contributor is free to nominate a person, family, 
group or organisation in need to receive £500 from us, no questions 
asked. We have been going for two years now and have given over 
£30,000. The breadth of those we’ve helped is astonishing. For 
example this week we contributed to an electric wheelchair for a 
little boy with muscular dystrophy; bought a new laptop for an ex-
prisoner who discovered writing in prison and who was changing 
his life in amazing ways before his computer was stolen; donated 
to a group supporting refugees; and provided a tumble dryer for 
a man bringing up 3 children alone in a two bedroom flat. Every 
week our regular contributors tell us how much joy the weekly 
update gives them: knowing that their £1 is doing such huge things, 
changing people’s lives and allowing people to breathe a little 
easier. All for less than the price of a cup of coffee. All of us feel we 
get more than we give being part of this group.  It feels like a little 
beacon of hope in these dark times. 

5. Be in the moment: it’s all we have right now. Who knows what 
will happen in the coming days and weeks? Who knows where 
we’ll be at by Christmas? Try not to worry about the future, but 
focus on right here and now, with your full attention. Look out 
of your window; notice the changes taking place in the natural 
world as autumn turns to winter. Take some big deep breaths and 
ground yourself, just for a minute, especially when you feel yourself 
spiralling off. And remember, it’s okay to feel whatever you’re 
feeling. Be kind to yourself.  Try and do something you enjoy. Put 
on that album you’ve not listened to in ages, watch an old favourite 
film; plant some seeds. But just be here now. One day at a time.  

Sending lots of love and warmest wishes to you all. Stay safe and look 
after yourselves and each other.
Until next time,

Julie xx
You are not alone. 

Some organisations offering support if you’re struggling:

Lancashiremind.org.uk
Samaritans.org  

Call 116 123 free of charge 24 hours a day
Papyrus-uk.org (Suicide Prevention for under 35s) 

Hope Line UK 0800 068 4141   |   Mon-Fri 10am-10pm 
Weekends and bank holidays 2pm-5pm

Lancashire Mental Health helpline 
0800 915 4640   |   Mon-Fri 7pm-11pm 

Sat and Sun 12 noon-12 midnight
Carers Helpline (run by people with experience in caring for people 

with MH issues) 
0333 103 9747

Maundy Relief Counselling Service 
01254 233 467   |   counselling@maundyrelief.org.uk

Freephone National Domestic Abuse Helpline-Refuge 
0808 2000 247   |   24 hours

Childline   |   0800 111

www.lancashiremind.org.uk
www.samaritans.org
www.papyrus.org
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MATTRESSES

BED BASES

BEDROOM 
FURNITURE

SOFT 
FURNISHINGS

MIRRORS

PICTURES Sofas and Dining Sets Now Available

See Our Huge Range of Beds, Mattresses & Bedroom Furniture 
Mon - Fri: 9:00 - 18:00   |   Sat: 9:00 - 17:00   |   Sun: 9:00 - 16:00 

All Major Debit and Credit Cards Accepted

Find us on Facebook 
Visit Our Website www.themattressworld.co.uk 

Call 01254 427 636 
sales@themattressworld.co.uk 

Take A Look At Our New Website

Orthopaedic 
Memory Foam 

Mattress

3ft 
£69

4ft 6” 
£89

King 
£99

1000 Pocket Sprung 
Silk Memory Foam 

Mattress

3ft 
£129

4ft 6” 
£179

King 
£250

Madrid 2000 
Pocket Sprung 

(Top 2” Memory 
Foam) Mattress

3ft 
£199

4ft 6” 
£259

King 
£299

Limited Offer!

Single Eco Mattress £29
Single Mid Range Tuffed 

Deluxe £39

Shop 
Online 
www. 

themattress 
world.co.uk

MATTRESS WORLD 
OWN BRANDMATTRESS SALE!

Visit our showroom or shop online

DELIVERY SERVICE 
AVAILABLE

244 Whalley Road • Clayton-Le-Moors • Accrington • BB5 5HE
SAME DAY DELIVERY 

AVAILABLE

www.themattressworld.co.uk

NEW 
ITEMS 

ARRIVING 
DAILY

www.facebook.com/The-Mattress-Man-North-West-UK-Ltd-381355255365257
mailto:acornnewsinfo@gmail.com?subject=enquiry
www.themattressworld.co.uk
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Prepare your home 
for Christmas

4. Fake it - Nothing says Christmas like candles. But, with kids and tipsy relations 
milling about they can be dangerous. Invest in some flameless battery-operated flicker 
candles. Many have scents like the real thing. Pop them in your window to give a festive 
glow – without the worry of any accidents.
5. Santa stop here! - Make sure Santa doesn’t miss your house by using fun signs and 
placards. A ‘Santa stop here’ sign looks great outside the house or by the chimney – and 
it’s a good way to bribe the kids into behaving well by reminding them Father Christmas 
is on his way.
6. Change the colour - Everyone associates Christmas with colours such as red and 
gold. But why do the same? A tree covered with different shades of blue baubles and 
decorations, for example, gives a modern edge – you can complement this with blue 
accents in your garlands and even hang up different coloured blue stockings by the fire.
7. Pick a theme - Perhaps you’re tired of your usual decorations so why not pick a 
theme this year? Victorian Christmas decorations look stunning in any home – think 
Mistletoe balls hanging from ribbon, and small toys, dried fruits and nuts hanging from 
the tree for a truly historical Christmas.
8. Dine in style - It’s the most important meal of the year. So don’t let your table 
decorations let the turkey down. A selection of different coloured and sized baubles in 
a clear vase make a great quirky centrepiece. Handmade placecards cut into shapes like 
Christmas trees or sprigs of holly will make your guests feel extra special.
9. Show your cards - Bored of simply stuffing your cards in the windowsill, only to 
knock them down every time you pull the curtains? Why not choose a more inventive way 
to display them. Cards hanging from strips of ribbon at different heights makes a pretty 
display, or why not peg cards around a wreath on the wall? Another way is to hang an 
empty picture frame with string in lines inside it – hang your cards from the strings to 
create a ‘painting’ of cards on your wall.
10. Don’t forget outdoors - If you want more than just a few lights hanging from the 
exterior of your house, why not invest in some freestanding rope lights in festive shapes 
such as reindeers and Santa to give a festive edge to your front lawn? Or, instead of the 
usual wreath on your front door, get one with LED lights that will glow in the darkness, 
welcoming your guests to the perfect Christmas...
Peter Jones 2018

35 Fore Street   -   Lower Darwen   -   BB3 0QD

If you are thinking of any house improvements before Christmas, don’t 
leave it too long. There is always a rush on services at this time of year 
so whether it’s a new carpet you fancy, a new bathroom or kitchen or 
simply a new fire fitting, you should be aware that if you don’t put your 
plans into action, you might not get it in time.
The same applies with furniture and large electrical goods that require 
delivery and installation. Take our tip and act fast. By the time you are 
reading this it is already November and less than two months from 
Christmas.
Here are a few tips courtesy of the Daily Mirror to help you plan a 
great Christmas:

1. Light it up! - It’s the darkest time of the year so make your home sparkle with some 
clever lighting. Everyone loves fairylights on the tree but adding them to your mantelpiece 
or wrapping them around your stair banisters creates a festive glow that can flow from 
room to room. Drape them across the tops of shelves or even above cornicing for a gorgeous 
glow.
2. Tree to the max - If you’re bored of just a large Christmas tree stuck in one corner 
every year, why not think about getting a few smaller trees to dot around the house? 
Artificial, smaller trees are great for adding festive cheer to other areas of your home such as 
the hallway, upstairs landing and even your bedroom!
3. Use your little helpers - Get the kids involved in making home-made decorations 
such as wreaths and fireside ornaments. Wreaths - simply twist a wire coat-hanger into a 
round base for the wreath, then wrap branches of greenery around them such as pine and 
fir, securing with wire. You can then glue in fir cones or plastic red berries. Kids will love 
decorating their own fir cones. Simply bring a few back from a muddy walk, clean up and 
spray with gold or silver glitter spray and dot around your fireplace or under the tree.
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Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
28 years’ NHS experience 

HCPC Registered

Surgical Solutions for Ingrowing Toe Nails
Subject to assessment

Home visits all areas a pleasure
Contact Glyn on 07757 944 725 (24hrs) 

Biomechanical Assessment a Speciality

edwards.chiropody@gmail.com   www.edwards-chiropody.co.uk

The Gordon Shelter  
by Ellison Street

Ever since the advent of public transport in Accrington, the focal point 
for boarding and alighting steam trams, electric cars and buses had 
been on Peel Street. The Market Hall was opened on October 23rd 
1869 and an ‘outside or open’ market occupied an area on the Peel 
Street side of the main building. With no shelters provided for tram 
passengers during bad weather, they used to congregate under the 
canvass canopies of the stalls. This was 
not a problem on the non-market days, 
but it gave great annoyance to market 
traders and stall holders when potential 
customers could not get to the stalls for 
people sheltering, who when asked to 
move on, then crowded into the entrance 
of the Market Hall itself. This problem 
had obviously come to the attention of 
Thomas Gordon JP, a resident of Mount 
Cottage on Whalley Road, who was a 
successful businessman in Accrington.

Born in Burnley, Thomas Gordon worked 
for a time at the Howard & Bullough 
Factory in Accrington, before becoming 
a Director of Lang Bridge Engineering. 
He was a devoted Baptist lay preacher and amongst his other interests, 
a benefactor of Accrington Victoria Hospital. On retiring in November 
1919, he wished to leave the town a gift that would be of some lasting 
use. So the town council received correspondence from him, offering 
a donation of £230 in two instalments of £150 and £80, towards the 
erection of a tramway shelter and waiting room on Peel Street near the 
Market entrance. This was quite a considerable amount of money then, 
so it was resolved to offer the council’s cordial thanks to Mr Gordon for 
this gift.

The Glasgow firm of Walter McFarland & Co. were asked to construct a 
building with a cast iron frame at their Saracen Foundry. In May 1920, 
the town council met when the Mayor announced they were in receipt 
of a further cheque for £400 from Mr Gordon, which was the balance 
of the cost of erecting the tramway shelter. It was resolved to approve 
the Borough Surveyor’s plan to have it erected directly in line with the 
central doors on the Peel Street side of the Market Hall. The Market 
Superintendent was authorised to serve notice on the tenants whose 
stalls would be displaced and to do his best to find these stall-holders 
alternative accommodation. At its official opening during the autumn 
of 1920, Thomas Gordon, its patron said “He hoped that it would be of 
value to the general public”. The structure itself was divided into two 
equal parts by a central passage, each furnished with wooden slatted 
benches. Not long after opening four destination boards were put up, 
two each side of the exits, to encourage the formation of orderly queues. 
The finishing touch came in the form of a clock, which was suspended 
from the ceiling. 

The Gordon Shelter was much appreciated by passengers, but after 
withdrawal of the trams in 1932 and the subsequent dispersal of bus 
stops, the shelter began to lose its importance. In September 1936 the 
Town Clerk reported he had been in discussions with a representative of 
the British Automatic Company Ltd, with regard to the drop in revenue 
from their machines where parcels were weighed before transit. He 
stated that with the approval of the Company, he had agreed to an 
increase of charges from £3 to £4 with respect to the machine situated 
in the Gordon Shelter.

By January 1938, it was resolved that this (now) bus shelter on Peel 
Street, would not be incorporated into any new bus station scheme. It 
was decided the question of its future use should be deferred to the 
Transport Committee for consideration, following consultations with the 
representatives of the donor.

The plan to convert part of it to a transport office, first mooted in July 
1949, had been shelved as it was never intended to be annexed by 
the Transport Department, even though facilities for the supervision 
of buses were far from satisfactory. However, it was stated that the 
Gordon Shelter had now become the regular meeting place for an 
old folk’s club. In September, the town council met and a resolution 

was passed to allow a part of the shelter to be requisitioned as a bus 
inspector’s office. There was vociferous opposition from Mr Tetlow, 
whilst Alderman Johnson enquired as to whether there were any legally 
binding conditions attached to this bequest. The Town Clerk replied 
that following extensive investigations no trace of any agreement 
had been discovered, but from the correspondence on this matter, it 

became obvious that Thomas Gordon 
had specifically intended it to be for 
the exclusive use of the general public. 
Councillor Barnes urged the adoption of 
a proposal for the change of use on two 
counts. The first was that this shelter was 
so to speak, “on the right spot”, which was 
where the majority of the bus services 
started from. Secondly, there were now 
other shelters available to the public 
whereas before there had been none. 
The minutes for the change of use were 
passed by 16 votes to 7.

In June 1953 the General Manager of 
the Transport Department, Harry Eaton, 
sought the instructions of the Committee 

with regard to the future of the shelter. The council proposed to 
remove the structure, a decision which caused a furore with the public 
and in the press. In a compromise move the Transport Committee 
offered to retain the structure, so long as half could be occupied by 
the Corporation Transport Department as an inspector’s office, but a 
vociferous opposition would not shift from their stance. In August, at a 
meeting of the General Purposes Committee it was ultimately resolved 
to have arrangements made for it to be demolished.

In February 1954, workmen moved in and demolition began. In March, 
George Walker criticised the council’s Planning Committee “For not 
providing alternative accommodation before taking it down, and 
treating the elderly with great contempt.” Replying for the committee, 
Councillor Mrs Ridehalgh said, “It was out of concern for the old folk that 
they had searched for a more convenient site”. Mr Walker said, “He hoped 
that this was a priority”. However, following an enquiry into the County 
Council’s plans to demolish property in the Infant Street, Davy Street, 
Bridge Street and Bank Street areas for the establishment of a dedicated 
bus station, this was now abandoned. So this piece of iconic town centre 
infrastructure a well-loved Accrington landmark was gone for ever.

Thomas Gordon passed away in St Annes-on-Sea at the age of 85. He 
had also been a director of the North Pier in Blackpool.
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Why do I need a will?
By making a will, you can ensure, that on 
your death your wishes are carried out 
regarding the distribution of your assets. If 
you die without a Will, legal rules govern the 
distribution of your assets and who will be in 
charge of the distribution. 

A Will is also an opportunity to put in place 
tax or care fee planning measures. 

I don’t need a will because my spouse / 
partner get everything anyway? 
Not necessarily. Married spouses do inherit 
a part of your estate but in some cases not 
100%. In the case of unmarried couples, 
the notion of common law marriage doesn’t 
actually exist so there is no automatic 
entitlement for that partner regardless of 
how long you’ve been together or whether 
you have children together. A Will is the only 
way to ensure that your assets pass to your 
chosen beneficiaries. 

What is inheritance tax?
In general terms, the government sets a 
threshold (the ‘Nil Rate Band’). Any amount 
above this threshold is taxable at 40%. A Will 
is an opportunity to consider this position and 

put in place appropriate planning to avoid 
this tax. 

Why should a solicitor draft my Will?
The language of Wills can be confusing as it 
is formed on historical precedents.

Whilst Wills can be bought “off the shelf” the 
wording used in Wills is extremely particular 
and in some instances a homemade Will 
could be found to be invalid, or fail to 
distribute your assets correctly. This can lead 
to family disputes and in some cases lengthy 
court proceedings. 

There are many companies who offer 
Will writing services, but most are not 
professionally qualified and not regulated. 
WHN as Solicitors, belong to a regulated 
profession and are insured in the rare case 
of something going wrong. Solicitors can also 
hold the original or a copy of a Will, ensuring 
that it can be safely kept and easily located.

What is involved in making a Will?
As a general overview, as part of the process 
in making a Will you should consider:

Executors
These people will ensure that your wishes 
are carried out.

Specific Wishes
You can include funeral wishes, including 
a desire to donate your body to medical 
science, this can be included in the Will.

Who you would like to act as guardians 
for any infant children so that they will 
make decisions regarding their upbringing, 
education and general welfare.

Whether there are any specific gifts (such as 
household items) or cash legacies you wish 
to leave to specific friends, family members 
or charities. 

Your Property and Assets
What happens to any land or property you 
own? 
You should finally consider want you wish 
to happen with everything else you own (Ie: 
your savings / bank accounts). 

It is always sensible to consider who would 
benefit from a particular asset should one 
of your chosen beneficiaries die before you. 
As an example you can make provision that 
their share will pass to someone else or for 
example their family or children. 

whnsolicitors.co.uk

NEED EXPERT ADVICE?

Contact one of our team 
or call our Accrington 
office on:

Joanne Haselden
joanne.haselden@whnsolicitors.co.uk

Patrick Swanney
patrick.swanney@whnsolicitors.co.uk

Accrington, Bacup, Blackburn, Bury, Clitheroe, 
Great Harwood, Haslingden, Rawtenstall

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. SRA No. 646807. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA No. 811803

01254 236 221

If you need help on  
a business, personal or 
family law matter, speak 
to WHN Solicitors.

With over 200 years 
of experience and an 
office in Accrington, 
we have developed  
a strong reputation for 
helping clients achieve 
a positive outcome 
across a range of legal 
issues.

BUSINESS LAW 
EXPERTS

PERSONAL AND 
FAMILY LAW EXPERTS

 − Business disputes

 − Commercial property

 − Corporate law

 − Employment law

 − Debt recovery

 − Conveyancing

 − Divorce

 − Family law

 − Civil disputes

 − Personal injury

 − Medical negligence

 − Wills and Probate
David Rosthorn
david.rosthorn@whnsolicitors.co.uk

Helping you with the 
Will writing process 
from WHN Solicitors

Patrick Swanney

mailto:acornnewsinfo@gmail.com?subject=enquiry


01254 304079   -   ACORN COMMUNITY NEWS   -   07971 772 16832

There is excitement in Clayton-le-
Moors. The woods at Woodlands on 
Whalley Road have fairies dwelling 
there. Go and look and find their front 
doors on the trees. More fairies want 
to move in and two lots of school 
children are helping by building more 
doors.

But if you do go to look, don’t disturb 
them. Fairies are very shy and don’t 
like noise. You can, however, just 
clap your hands and like in Peter Pan 
whisper “I believe in fairies.”  

Good luck in your search!

St Mary’s RC Primary School, Clayton-Le-
Moors have enjoyed spending this half 
term designing and making fairy doors 
at their after school club for people to 
enjoy in The Woodlands. After being 
approached by Town Crier Rawden Kerr 
to join this great community project 

the staff and children got 
designing, making, painting 
and varnishing the fairy 
doors; each unique in their own way. 

Here the children can be seen placing 
their beautiful fairy doors on the trees in 
The Woodlands in the hope of bringing a 
smile to the faces of our local community 
while out walking. 

The children can’t wait to start creating 
more next term and we are 
all extremely proud of 
their creativity! 

Other schools are 
taking part have 
been slowed down 
by the virus.

Many thanks, 

Carrie Moss - Teacher 
at St Marys

If you go down to the woods today 
you’re sure of a big surprise...

mailto:lmfroofing@gmail.com?subject=enquiry
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RISING DAMP, 
MOULD, STAINING?

Then contact
ALAJECT 

DAMP & TIMBER 
SPECIALISTS

New DPC Injection • Re-plastering 
Joinery Work • New Skirting Boards

TEL: 07802 707698 
alanduffy_308@hotmail.co.uk

25 Year Guarantee

TYRES

ROOFING

PLUMBING & HEATING DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

PAINTING & DECORATING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

UPVC WINDOW RESTORATION

TREE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

OVEN CLEANING

Classifieds
Why not promote your 

business in this space in 2020

Accrington, Baxenden, Huncoat, 
Clayton-le-Moors, Rishton, Gt Harwood, 

Church and Oswaldtwistle

• Mini digger driver hire
• Tree stumps removed
• Fencing / Driveways 

power washed
• Solar panels cleaned
• Grass cuttingFree Quotes

07476 616285 / 07576 916261

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Hoover • Hotpoint • Zanussi 
Philips • Bendix • Servis • Creda

E & D DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES LTD

OPEN 6 DAYS
Main Street Works, Market Street 

Church, Accrington BB5 0DP 
www.eddomesticappliancesltd.co.uk
01254 383979 • 01254 879675 

07973 504775

SULLY’S TYRES
est 1985 

Wheel Alignment
Puncture Repairs

Open 6 days 
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm 

Sat: 9am - 1pm
Tel: 01254 233515 
Unit 9a Victoria Street, 

Accrington

Acorn Community News is delivered to 
11,000 homes in Hyndburn covering:

Beautiful Gardens
Designed just for you!

Shrub Borders & Tree Planting
Patios, Paving & Paths

All Aspects of Soft & Hard 
Landscapes

Created and Maintained
01254 235562 
07584 608124

MICHAEL WARD LANDSCAPES

DAMP

Samantha Martin
14 th November

Happy 30 th 

Birthday
With love from 

all the family xxx

CELEBRATIONS

mailto:acornnewsinfo@gmail.com?subject=enquiry
www.sw-plumbing-nw.co.uk
www.rossendaleovencleaning.co.uk
www.rossendaleovencleaning.co.uk
mailto:services@rossendaleovencleaning.co.uk?subject=enquiry
mailto:upvcwindowrestorations@gmail.com?subject=enquiry


01254 304079   -   ACORN COMMUNITY NEWS   -   07971 772 16834

BRITANNIA CAR SALES LTD
Large Selection of Quality Cars

Finance Specialists
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Open 7 days a week

WEST END GARAGE, BLACKBURN ROAD, 
OSWALDTWISTLE BB5 4LZ 

TEL: 01254 394130 
www.britanniacarsales.co.uk

2009/09 Ford KA 1.3 TDCI Zetec, Rear Spoiler, Only £30 Road Tax per Year                                          £2495

2013/13 Fiat 500 1.2 Pop, White with Grey Interior, 61000 miles                                        £2795

2010/59 Citroen Nemo Multispace 1.4HDI Automatic, 74000 miles, Red        £2995

2006/56 Suzuki Jimny JLX, 4 Wheel Drive, Half Leather Interior, 84000mls                       £2995               

2012/12 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Active, 68000 miles, Immaculate                                     £3495

2013/63 Toyota Aygo Move Style, Half Leather, Full History, 51000 miles                                         £3795

2013/13 KIA Picanto 1.0, 5 Door, Only 31000 miles, Zero Road Tax Cost        £3995

2012/62 Hyundai i10 Active AUTOMATIC, in Silver, 67000 miles £3995

2004/54 Mercedes Benz SLK 200K, Bluetooth, Sat Nav, Heated Seats £3995

2012/62 Nissan Note 1.6 Acenta, Immaculate Condition, Low Mileage                                   £3995

2011/61
Volvo S60 2.4 D5 SE Lux, Full Leather, Sat Nav, Bluetooth, 
Immaculate      

£5995

2016/66 Nissan Juke DCi Tekna, Full leather, Sat Nav, Reverse Camera £8995

More cars in stock - see website

Nelson and Colne College Group has proved it is a cut above the 
rest - enjoying a triple success in the first ever national Concept Hair 
Magazine Apprentice of the Year competition.

Ryan Mossop, 18, who has just achieved his 
Level 2 Pre-Apprenticeship in Hairdressing 
at Nelson and Colne College, made history 
by being named as the overall Concept Hair 
Apprentice of the Year.

Ryan was selected by the judges as having 
shown the most technical skill and creative 
flair out of hundreds of competitors who 
entered the competition. The former Blessed 
Trinity RC College student also won the 
competition’s Colouring category with 
a top-class modern colouring look, and he is now completing an 
Apprenticeship at Art House Salon in Burnley.

Meanwhile, fellow Nelson and Colne College Level 1 Hairdresser Rabia 
Khan Muhammad, formerly of Marsden Heights Community College, 
was also successful in the Concept competition winning the Styling 
award for her 1920s themed professional makeover.

As well as developing high quality skills in the College’s salons, both 
students were part of Nelson and Colne College Group’s Transitions 
Programme, which aims to build additional skills such as resilience, 

confidence and communication. The programme has just been 
endorsed by a national employer forum, made up of industry leaders 
including Neal and Wolf and awarding skills body City and Guilds.

Ryan said: “I put in so many hours towards the competition and I feel 
like it’s really paid off. I didn’t know what to expect. When you go to a 
live competition you can see what other people are doing. But with the 
online final, I had no idea what the outcome would be, so it’s a really 
nice surprise.

“The recognition and support from this is going to be so beneficial 
in helping me get that step further. My confidence has gone up 
massively. I didn’t expect to win in my first competition, so it’s been 
amazing.

“I’ve really enjoyed my time at College – I’ve developed my skills, had 
supportive tutors and enjoyed fantastic opportunities such as this 
competition. “In the future I would love to be a salon owner and take 
on Apprentices of my own.”

Rabia, 19, said: “I just can’t believe I won. I’m in shock – it’s the first 
competition I’ve ever taken part in! I’d never done a 1920s look before 
and after researching it I settled on the look I 
was going for. I had to do the hair, make-up, 
jewellery and outfit.

“Some of the credit for my win must go to 
my tutors who are the best – I could not have 
achieved this without their help.

“I want to go onto Level 2 and Level 3 to 
continue improving my hairdressing skills 
and this will help me a lot. In the future I’d 
like to have my own salon after university.”

Celebrity Hairdresser Andrew Barton, who 
helped judge the final, said: “The standard of 
entries from all of the categories was outstanding. It’s great to see the 
future of hairdressing in such talented hands.

“The overall winner of the first ever Concept Hair Apprentice of the 
Year, Ryan, blew us away with his ability to fulfil, understand and 
interpret exactly what the category brief was asking for and deliver this 
in a truly amazing colour transformation.”

Claire Pye, Head of Division for Hair and Beauty at Nelson and Colne 
College Group, said: “Ryan and Rabia have demonstrated exceptional 
skills to win the awards they have, against strong competition.

“This is the first year we have had a competition class as part of the 
Transitions Programme for our Pre-Apprenticeship Level 2 students. 
To come away with three national accolades is a brilliant result, and it 
is not only testament to the talent that our students possess, but also 
an endorsement of the high-quality professional and personal skills 
development they receive from our College Group teaching team.”

Nelson and Colne College Group achieved a 100% Advanced 
Vocational pass rate in 2020 and offers Hairdressing and Beauty courses 
to 16-18 students at two campuses – Nelson and Colne College and 
Accrington and Rossendale College – with Accrington and Rossendale 
College having completely new salons for the 2020-21 academic year.

Students are also benefiting from a new curriculum from this academic 
year, featuring improved technical qualifications, which are better 
aligned with industry demands and needs. These include programmes 
in Beauty Therapy, Hair and Media Make-up, and Hairdressing and 
Barbering, enabling progression into more specialised vocational 
Hairdressing or Beauty pathways at Level 2 and 3.

In addition, the College Group’s adult provision has been revised. On 
offer are part-time courses to support retraining while still working, as 
well as fast track barbering and make-up courses for those looking to 
upskill quickly.

For more information about Nelson and Colne College, please visit 
www.nelson.ac.uk, and for Accrington and Rossendale College, 
please visit www.accross.ac.uk. To apply, or for application support, 
contact the Admissions Team at admissions@nelsongroup.ac.uk or 
call 01282 440272.

Rabia Khan Muhammad

Ryan Mossop

Triple success in first Concept Hair 
Magazine Apprentice of the Year 
competition

www.peelsecurity.co.uk
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Accrington Stanley Community Trust 
Awarded £40,000 Grant to Help 
Hyndburn during Pandemic

Accrington Stanley 
Community Trust has been 
awarded £40,000 from the 
National Lottery Community 
Fund and Government 
towards its efforts in 
delivering community projects during the on-going 
COVID-19 pandemic.

As part of the funding, Accrington Stanley Community Trust 
will set up new employability provision in Hyndburn to help 
those who now find themselves unemployed.

Martin Fearon, Accrington Stanley Community Trust’s Chief 
Executive, said:

‘’We are delighted to announce that the National Lottery 
Community Fund and Government have awarded us a grant 
of £40,000 to help our Charity restart projects and create 
new employability provision. It’s a difficult time for people 
in Hyndburn and we will do our upmost to support our 
community through a range of different projects over the 
coming months.’’

Community Award Winning Rugby 
League Club Is Open To Join

Do you have 
a sport story to 

shout about?
Promote your club or 

organisation on the Acorn 
Sports page. Contact: 
Tracy Simmonds 

07971 772168

Email: rrb_sportsmassage@outlook.com 
Instagram: @rbsportstherapy94 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rbsportstherapy/ 

BACK PAIN
SPORTS INJURY

MUSCLE PAIN

Rebecca Brereton 
       07393 171844

Further information will be released on the new 
employability provision in the near future. For more 
information please contact us on 01254 475013 or email 
info@stanleytrust.co.uk

Sports News

Accrington Wildcats are a local 
amateur rugby league club. The 
club consists of a development 
group for ages 4-6, teams for 
under 7s, under 11s, under 13s and 
under15s, as well as an open age 
group team. We welcome everyone 
of all abilities, BOYS AND GIRLS 
from Hyndburn, Burnley, Blackburn 
and the surrounding areas. Whether you are a rugby fan 
or you just want to keep fit and make new friends please 
come along. Everyone who wishes to play for the team in 
a match will get the chance to play in every single match. 
We pride ourselves on being totally inclusive, friendly, and 
welcoming.  

The Wildcats are proud to be the current holders of the 
Hyndburn and Lancashire Community Sports Club of the 
Year award. We play matches most Sundays from March 
to October and are based at Wilsons playing fields in 
Clayton-le-Moors. Currently we are doing winter training at 
Accrington Academy 6pm-7pm for Development (age 4-6), 
under 7s, under 11s and under 13s, and 7pm to 8pm for 
under 15s and open ages. Please feel free to come along just 
to see what it is all about. If you like what you see and wish 
to join, boys or girls, your first two sessions are free. From 
there it is monthly subs dependent on age. We hope to see 
you down there and help us build on this already fantastic 
club.  

For more information find us on Facebook, visit the 
website - http://www.accringtonwildcats.co.uk, email 
us on accywildcats@gmail.com. Alternatively, you can 
contact Rachel on 07581845510 or Axel on 07817577090.
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